
 

Letter of support 

 

Dear Chief Editor of Respiratory Physiology and Neurobiology and Elsevier Publishers: 

Much to our surprise, we learned that the high-level article entitled “Acute Mountain 

Sickness, High Altitude Pulmonary Edema, and High Altitude Cerebral Edema: A 

view from the High Andes” by Prof. Dr. Gustavo Zubieta-Calleja and Dr. Natalia Zubieta-

DeUrioste is receiving a retracted stamp. We understand this results from observations 

presented by a group of mostly sea level researchers who have a different point of view. 

 

This opinion article (printed in the Respiratory Physiology and Neurobiology Volume 287 

May 2021), is the result of the authors' 50 years of medical experience with altitude 

sickness at 3,500 m in La Paz, Bolivia, the "Capital of Hypoxia." In this regard, as 

undersigning scientists and high altitude physicians from around the world, we request that 

it NOT BE RETRACTED as it is a valuable guide for diagnosis and treatment of those 

diseases in high altitude cities.  

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

Prof. Thuppil Venkatesh 

President  

International Society 

of Chronic Hypoxia 

CEO and Director 

Chairman Indian Society for Lead 

awareness and research and Director The 

National Referral Center for Lead 

Poisoning Prevention in India (NRCLPI) 

Foundation for Quality India (FQI) 

The Lead Man of India 

Professor emeritus  

Biochemistry Department St John’s 

Medical College 

Bangalore, India 920 masl 

Prof. Prof. Kusal K. Das 

Distinguished Chair Professor in Vascular 

Physiology 

Laboratory of Vascular Physiology & 

Medicine, Department of Physiology, 

Faculty of Medicine 

BLDE ( Deemed to be University ), 

Vijayapur, India 592 masl 

Karnataka, India (560m) 

Vising Professor  

School of Medicine 

University of Leeds, UK 

President 

South Asian Association of Physiologists 

( HO. University of Colombo) 

Executive Member of International Union 

of Physiological Sciences (IUPS) 

Dean, Department of Environmental 

Health, UNESCO Chair Life 

Sciences  (Biophysics, Biotechnology & 

Environmental Health).  

kusaldas@bldedu.ac.in 
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Dr. Fausto Vinicio Maldonado Coronel  

Intensivist Physician 

Jefe de servicio UCI  

Hospital IESS Riobamba Ecuador.  

Docente  

Escuela Superior Politecnica de 

Chimborazo, Ecuador 2,700masl 

faustmc@hotmail.com 

 

 

Dr. Francisco Ney Villacorta Córdova 

Medical Director 

Hospital Oncologico SOLCA Chimborazo 

Docente de Medicina Interna de la 

Universidad Nacional de Chimborazo 

Intensivist Physician  

Hospital Privado Río Hospital 

Chimborazo, Ecuador 2,700masl 

franciscovillacorta.md@gmail.com 

  

Dr. Luis Arturo Herrera Leon  

Coordinator Intensive Care Unit  

Hospital General Ibarra IESS  

Docente Cátedra de Clínica,  

Internos de Medicina  

Universidad Central del Ecuador.  

2,850masl 

mdlherrera@gmail.com 

Dr. José Antonio Carmona Suazo 

Adjunct Physician  

Emergency Department 

Hospital Juárez de Mexico  

Neurocritical Status Physician  

Diplomado  

Cuidados Intensivos Neurocríticos.  

2,240masl 

c.intensivosneurologicos@gmail.com 

  

Dr. Andrés Alfredo Merino Luna 

Coordinator Intensive Care Unit  

Hospital de Essalud -Huaraz 𝗣𝗲𝗿𝘂 

Asistant  Physician  

Clínica San Pablo sede Huaraz -𝗣𝗲𝗿𝘂 

3,052masl 

University Professor  

a2merinol@gmail.com 

Dr. Freddy Morales Álava 

Member of the Directing Council 

FEPIMCTI 

PanAmerican and Iberic Federation of 

Critical Medicine and Intensive Care 

Past-President  

Ecuatorian Society of Intensive Care 

Head of the Emergency Care  

Hospital Oncológico "Dr. Julio Villacreses 

Colmont" SOLCA 

Portoviejo, Ecuador  

freddy@ moralesmd.com 

  

Dr. Alberto Salazar Granara 

Professor 

Universidad de San Martin de Porres, 

Center of Investigation in High Altitude 

Medicine  

Lima, Peru  

email: asalazarg@usmp.pe 

Dr. Felipe de Jesús Montelongo 

Head Physician 

Critical Care  

Hospital General  Las Américas.  

ISEM. Mexico 2,300masl 

drfelipemontelongo@hotmail 

 

Dr. Diego Grajales López  

Intensivist Physician 

Sociedad Venezolana de Medicina de 

Emergencia y Desastres 

Arequipa, Peru 2,335 masl 

diegograjales81@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Santiago Garrido Moisés Garrido 

Salazar 

Physician 

Intensive Care Unit 

Resident 

Hospital General Ibarra IESS  

mailto:faustmc@hotmail.com


Quito, Ecuador 2,850masl 

moicevsa@gmail.com 

 

Dra. Sabrina Da Re Gutierrez 

Intensivist Physician 

Hospital Materno Infantil  

Caja Nacional de Seguridad 

La Paz, Bolivia 3,500masl 

sabrinada.re.g@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Alberto López Bascope 

Head Physician 

Respiratory Therapy and Anestesia  

Perioperative Medicine  

Hospital Ángeles México 

Ciudad de México 2,100masl 

albanest@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Julio D. Vizcarra Anaya 

Head Physician 

Intensive Care Unit 

Clinica San Pablo  

Huaraz Peru 3,052masl 

Jvizcarra@sanpablo.com.pe 

 

Dr. Hernan Aguirre-Bermeo Md PhD 

Head Physician 

Intensive Care Unit 

Hospital Vicente Corral Moscoso 

Cuenca, Ecuador 2,560masl 

hermar0699@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Walter Calderón Gerstein 

Intensivist Physician 

Professor 

Universidad Continental 

Huancayo- Perú, 3,250 masl 

wcalderon@continental.edu.pe 

 

Prof. Malali Gouda 

Director 

Bengaluru Genomics Center 

Bengaluru, India 920masl 

hereditydecoder2020@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Christian Arias Reyes 
Researcher 

Institute Universitaire de Cardiologie et de 

Pneumologie de Québec  

Université Laval, Québec – Canada 

Born and studied in La Paz, Bolivia 

3,600masl 
christian.arias@gmail.com 

 

 

Dr. Raffo Escalante  

Intensivist Physician 

Unidad de Cuidados Intensivos 

Instituto Nacional de Salud del Niño 

Professor University  

Miembro del Comité Asesor Permanente 
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Nacional 

Colegio Médico del Perú 

Lima, Peru 

 

Dr. Pruthvi Chakravarthi 

CEO & Director 

M.D. 

Bengaluru Genomics Center 

Bengaluru, India 920masl 

ceo@bgc-genomics.com 

 

Dra. Sandra Ximena Olaya Garay 

Intensivist Ginecologist 

Hospital Santa Jorge de Pereira  

Coordinator  

Critical Obstetrics Committee 

Panamerican Federation of Intensive 

therapy & intensive care  

Pereira, Colombia 1,400masl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dr. Enrique Maraví-Poma 

Prof. Emeritus of  

Intensive Care Unit  

Transplant Coordinator,  

Navarre Health Service;  

Professor of Intensive Medicine. 

University of Navarra 

Pamplona, Spain,  

(Native of Chupaca- Peru, 3,544 masl) 

eemaravi@gmail.com 

 

 

Dr. Md Imtaiyaz Hassan 

Assistant Professor 

Office Address: 

Center for Interdisciplinary Research in 

Basic Sciences, 

Jamia Millia Islamia, 

Jamia Nagar, 

New Delhi, India 

 

 

Dr. Byron Augusto Canelos Estrella 

Director 

Air Siglo XXI,  

Head Neumology 

Novaclínica,  

Clínica Internacional,  

Member  

Specialists  

Hospital Metropolitano.  

Past-President  

Ecuatorian Informatic Society  

Member 

Board of Directors SEN. 

Active Member 

Ecuatorian Pneumology Society,  

ERS, ATS, ALAT 

Professor   

Universidad Central del Ecuador  and 

Pontificia Universidad Católica del 

Ecuador  2,560masl 

 

 

 

Prof. Praveen Sharma 

PhD (med), FACBI, FAMS, FAACC 

Professor of Biochemistry, 

(former head biochemistry, 

dean (research) & controller of 

examinations), 

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL 

SCIENCES,  

Jodhpur-342005 (India)  

President ACBI (2003-2004 and 2014-

2015) 

President, INSLAR (2017 to date) 

Chair, IFCC-CCLM (2020-to date) 

Director, South East Asia on WASPALM 

Board (2021 to date) 

Editor-in-chief, IJCB (2006 to date), 

Chairman, APFCB congress and 

conferences (2019 to date) 

Chairman, APFCB communication 

committee (2010-2019) 

Chief editor, APFCB news (2010-2019) 

Director, NRCLPL, jodhpur (2014 to date) 

Assessor (NABL) 

International Lead Assessor (AERSSC) 

Sharmapr@aiimsjodhpur.edu.in 

 

Dra. Rosalinda Jiménez-Aguilar 

Head 

Pediatric Intensive Care 

High Specialty Medical Unit 

 (UMAE),  

Hospital General Gaudencio González de 

la Garza,  

Centro Médico Nacional  “La Raza”. 

IMSS, México City C.P.  

Dr. Jorge Soliz 

Associate Professor  

Institute Universitaire de Cardiologie et de 

Pneumologie de Québec 

Universite Laval  

Born and studied in La Paz, Bolivia 

3,600masl 

jorge.soliz@criucpq.ulaval.ca 

 



Head  

Pediatric Intensive Care 

Hospital Ángeles Acoxpa . C.P.   

Professor of Medicine  

Pediatric patient in Critical State 

Diplomado  

Cuidados Intensivos Neurocríticos.  

Mexico 2,240m 
 
 

Dr G Meera 

Medical practitioner,  

Sreehareeyam Ayurveda,  

Chennai-41, India  

sreehareeyam@gmail.com 

Dr. Kathryn Rossie, PhD 

Clinical Psychologist 

Author, Publisher, and Editor 

Consultant: International level.  

Private Practice Consultation: California. 

Professor of the Neuroscience Institute for 

Psychotherapists of San Lorenzo 

Maggiore, Italy. 

Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and Vice 

President: 

The Ernest Lawrence Rossi Non-Profit 

Foundation for Psychosocial Genomics 

Research 

Board of Directors: The Milton H. 

Erickson Foundation Press 

Founding Director of the Milton H. 

Erickson Institue of the California Central 

Coast (MHE-CCC)  

 

Prof. Farzana Mahdi 

Vice-Chancellor  

Era University  

Director Academics  

ELMC&H   

Academic Dean  

The American University of Barbados.  

General Secretary 

Indian Society of Personalized Medicine 

Director 

Department of Personalized and  

Molecular Medicine 

Professor 

Department of Biochemistry at ELMC&H 

Lucknow, India  

 

Dr. Harish Rangareddy 

Associate Professor of Biochemistry  

Sri Devaraj Urs Medical College 

Constituent College of Sri Devaraj Urs 

Academy of Higher Education and 

Research, 849 msal 

Tamaka, Kolar, India 563103 

harishreddy1349@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Gustavo F. Gonzales 

President  

National Science Academy  

Member of the Directing Board  

National Academy of Medicine 

Professor Principal  

Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia 

Head 

Endocrinology and Reproduction 

Laboratory 

High Altitude Investigations 

Lima, Peru  

 

Dr. Sergei Alexandrovich Stroev, PhD.  

I.P. Pavlov Institute of Physiology of 

Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia 

(2000-2015), University of Tampere, 

School of Medicine, Finland (2001-2014). 
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Dr. Tabrez Jafar 

Assistant professor 

Department of biotechnology 

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

jafartabrez@gmail.com 

Dr. Sushma Verma 

Assistant professor 

Department of personalized and molecular 

medicine 

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

sushma.verma919@gmail.com 
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Assistant professor 

Department of biochemistry, Allied and 

paramedical health sciences 

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

shoebfouzia123@gmail.com 

Dr. Mohammad Abbas 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Personalized and Molecular 

Medicine 

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

rizvi.109@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Saliha Rizvi 

Assistant professor 

Department of Biotechnology 

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

rizvi_saliha@rediffmail.com 

 

Dr. Israr Ahmad 

Assistant professor 

Department of Personalized and Molecular 

Medicine  

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

israrmicrobiology@gmail.com 

 

Aliya Abbas Rizvi 

Research Scholar 

Department of Personalized and Molecular 

Medicine  

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

aliya.abbas35@gmail.com 

Osheen Ansari 

Research Scholar  

Department of Personalized and Molecular 

medicine  

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

nausheenkhan40960@gmail.com 
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Research Scholar  

Department of Personalized and Molecular 

medicine  

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

almaskhan893@gmail.com 

 

Shrikant Verma 

Research Scholar  

Department of Personalized And 

Molecular Medicine 

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

shri050795@gmail.com 

 

Shrikant Verma 

Research Scholar  

Department of Personalized And 

Molecular Medicine  

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

shri050795@gmail.com 

 

Priya Dixit 

Research Scholar 

Department of Personalized and Molecular 

Medicine 

Era University 

Lucknow, India 

priya.dixit124@gmail.com 

  



We will enter the signatures of all the distinguished colleagues as they arrive. 

 

Thank you to everyone!! 


